be recognized from afar; he bore
his strength and his courage, the
was the blazon of his strength an
- that he had to learn the profession
in actual fighting — movements lik

ing of the head belonged for
honour; “The signs for recogni
sion are a lively,
‘broad shoulders, lo
ghs, slender legs

certain signs: the natural
marks, too, of his pride;
d valour; and although it
of arms little by little —
e marching and attitudes
the most part to a bodily
zing those most suited to
alert manner, an erect head, a taut
Ng arms, strong fingers, a small belly,
and dry feet, because a man of such a
Ild not fail to be agile and strong’; when he becomes a pike-
e soldier ‘will have to march in step in order to have as
grace and gravity as possible, for the pike is an honourable
8, worthy to be borne with gravity and boldness’ (Mont-
Ty, 6 and 7). By the late eighteenth century, the soldier has
mething that can be made; out of a formless clay, an inapt
machine required can be constructed; posture is gradually
a calculated constraint runs slowly through each part of i
mastering it, making it pliable, ready at all times, turning

to the automatism of habit; in short, one has ‘got rid of

t' and given him ‘the air of a soldier’ (ordinance of 20

4). Recruits become accustomed to ‘holding their heads

W€ erect; to standing upright, without bending the back, to
8 out the belly, throwing out the chest and throwing back the

and, to help them acquire the habit, they are given this
hile standing against a wall in such a way that the heels,
Bhs, the waist and the shoulders touch it, as also do the backs
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of the hands, as one turns the

away from the body. . ,

their eyes on the ground, strai

to remain motionless until the order i give ‘

head, the hands or the feet . . . lastly to march with a bold step, with

knee and ham taut, on the points of the feet, which should face

outwards’ (ordinance of 20 March 176,). :

~ The classical age discovered the body as object ung target of
i signs of the attention then paid g

anipulated, shaped, trained, whigh

and increases its forces. The great

? 2 i :
book of Man-the-Machine Was written simultaneously o two
registers: the anatomico-metaphysical register, of which Descarteg

wrote the first pages and which the Physicians and philosophers -

continued, and the technico-political register, u_«’l{ich Was constituted
by a whole set of regulations and by empirical an_d calculated
methods relating to the army, the school and the hospital, for con-
trolling or correcting the operations of the‘ body. These two reg:s;
ters are quite distinct, since it was a question, on .the one hand, q
submission and use and, on the other, of functioning and explana-
tion: there was a useful body and an intelligible body.- f}nd’yet there
are points of overlap from one to the other. La Mettrie’s Z Ham:;
machine is both a materialist reduction of the ‘soul and a gen p
theory of dressage, at the centre of which reigns -rhe n?nggd
“docility’, which joins the analysable body to the manipulab ed an{l.
A body is docile that may be subjected, used, transforme

e not
improved. The celebrated automata, on the other hand, wer !

only a way of illustrating an organism, the'y were also I;i(;ﬁlt::;
puppets, small-scale models of power: F Tedenck II, the m:xerdm'
king of small machines, well-trained regiments and long

sessed with them, .
Wa%/c;f;tewas S0 new in these projects of docility that mfere':;idthd:
eighteenth century so much? It was certainl.y not the ﬁrbcti ti i
the body had become the object of such imperious an F‘O por
investments; in every society, the body was in the ghr'lffitions p
strict powers, which imposed on it constraints, pro ltheset,v
obligations. However, there were several new things in e
niques. To begin with, there was the scale of the control:
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masse, ‘wholesale’, as if it were
indi_viduaﬂy; of]

ds upon it at the

movements, gestures, attitudes,
ver the active body. Then there

dification thay Ppartitions
movement, These methods,
f the operations

onstant subjection of jps forces
i them a relation of docility-

t, too, from ‘service’, which was a

» Massive, non-analytical, unlimited relation of

ation, established in the form of the individual wi]] of the
> 0is “caprice’, They were different from vassalage, which was
¥ coded, but distan; relation of submission, which bore less
Operations of the body than on the Products of lahoyy and
Marks of allegiance, Again, they were different from
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\I subjection, but at the formation of a relation that in the me anismy ing totally inscribed in general and essential transforma-
| itself makes it more obedient as it becomes more useful, and ¢on. hich we must now try to delineate.

| yersely. What was then being formed was Policy of coerciong. ere can be no question here of writing the history of the
¢hat act upon the body, a calculated manipulation of: its element, 3 en disciplinary institutions, with all their individual differ-
its gestures, ifs behaviour. The human body was entering a machin. 1 simply intend to map on a series of examples some of the
ery of power that explores it, breaks it down a{ld rearranges it, A tial techniques that most easily spread from one to another.
‘political anatomy’, which was also a ‘mechanics of power’, was e always meticulous, often minute, techniques, but they
being born; it defined how one may have a hold over others’ bodjes. importance: because they defined a certain mode of
not only so that they may do what one wishes, but so that they may political investment of the body, a ‘new micro-physics’ of
operate 2 one wishes, with the techniques, the speed and the and because, since the seventeenth century, they had con-
ciency that one determines. Thus discipline produces subjected reached out to ever broader domains, as if they tended to
practised bodies, ‘do cile’ bodies. Discipline increases the forces entire social body. Small acts of cunning endowed with a
the body (in economic terms of utility) and diminishes these er of diffusion, subtle arrangements, apparently innocent,
forces (in political terms of obedience). In short, it dissociates p dly suspicious, mechanisms that obeyed economies too
from the body; on the one hand, it turns it into an ‘aptitu to be acknowledged, or pursued petty forms of coercion —
. ‘capacity’, which it seeks to increase; on the other hand, it reve ertheless they that brought about the mutation of the
the course of the energy, the power that might result from i system, at the threshold of the contemporary period. De-
turns it into a relation of strict subjection. If economic expl them will require great attention to detail: beneath every set
ation separates the force and the product of labour, let us say we must seek not a meaning, but a precaution; we must
that disciplinary coercion establishes in the body t.he c em not only in the inextricability of a functioning, but in
stricting link between an increased aptitude and an increased ence of a tactic. They are the acts of cunning, not so much
4 e 5 greater reason that works even in its sleep and gives meaning
The ‘invention’ of this new political anatomy must not be seen insignificant, as of the attentive ‘malevolence’ that turns

as a sudden discovery. It is rather a multiplicity of often mino 7 to account. Discipline is a political anatomy of detail.
processes, of different origin and scattered location, whic}? O_Vﬂ' we lose patience we would do well to recall the words of
repeat, or imitate one another, support one another, disting de Saxe: ‘Although those who concern themselves with
themselves from one another according to their domain of applic e regarded as folk of limited intelligence, it seems to me
tion, converge and gradually produce the blueprint of a gener& part is essential, because it is the foundation, and it is
method. They were at work in secondary education at a Very ssible to erect any building or establish any method without
date, later in primary schools; they slowly invested the space 0 ding its principles. It is not enough to have a liking for
hospital; and, in 2 few decades, they r&str‘ucturet:‘l the mlil_: cture. One must also know stone-cutting’ (Saxe, 5). There is
organization. They sometimes circulated very rap}dly fromls' ! le history to be written about such ‘stone-cutting’ — a history
point to another (between the army and the technical schOO . : i,i\ itarian rationalization of detail in moral accountability and
secondary schools), sometimes slowly and discreetly (the insicC 2l control. The classical age did not initiate it; rather it
militarization of the large workshops). On almost every o : it, changed its scale, gave it precise instruments, and

they were adopted in response to particular needs: an €= s found some echoes for it in the calculation of the infinitely _

innovation, a renewed outbreak of certain epidemic diseases = or in the description of the most detailed characteristics of
invention of the rifle or the victories of Prussia. This did not PFEF=2 L beings. In any case, ‘detail’ had long been a category of
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St i ‘heavens and the planetary masses, but a Newton of ‘small
theology and asceticism: every detail is important since, in the sighy small movements, small actions; to the man who replied
of God, no immensity is greater than a "‘!Eta_ﬂ’_ nor 1s anything gq e’s remark, ‘there was only one world to discover’: ‘What
small that it was not willed by one of his mdmd“?l W}shes. In this ? But the world of details, who has never dreamt of that
great tradition of the eminence of detail, all the minutiae of Chyjs.

er world, what of that world? I have believed in it ever since I
 fifteen. I was concerned with it then, and this memory lives
n me, as an obsession never to be abandoned. . . That other
d is the most important of all that I flatter myself I have dis-

tian education, of scholastic or military pedagogy., B‘.Hlf()nns of
‘training’ found their place easily enough. For the disciplined man,
as for the true believer, no detail is unimportant, but not so much
for the meaning that it conceal_s v.fithin it as fO}' the hold it provides when I think of it, my heart aches’ (these words are
for the power that wishes to seize it. Characteristic is the great hymn d to Bonaparte in the Introduction to Saint-Hilaire’s
to the ‘little things’ and to their eternal importance, sung by Jean- ymchérigues et historigues de philasophie maturells), Napoleon
Baptiste de La Salle, in his Traité sur les oblig at.iofu. deryny Jw ot discover this world; but we know that he set out to organize
Ecoles chrétiennes. The mystique of the everydaj-( y e I;Ere w:tk id he wished to arrange around him a mechanism of power that
the discipline of the minute. ‘How dangerous it is to neglect htdi d enable him to see the smallest event that occurred in the state
things. It is a very consoling reflection for a soul like mine, lm.h' ed; he intended, by means of the rigorous discipline that he
diSP%SIEd to great actions, to think that ﬁd}flity e !itd_e i mﬂtﬁ psed, ‘to embrace the whole of this vast machine without the
b ible progress, raise us to the most eminent sanctity: detail bt e s : ey
btcause Tl tings lead o greter ... Lite things; it will be sidy e g i g ekt o
las. my God, what can we do that is great for you, weak and mortal awareness of these small things, for the control and use of
ﬁmris that’ we are. Little things; if great things. presented the m- erge through the classical age l,)earing it pnebodr e
selves would we perform them? Would we not think them beyonﬂ techniques, a whole corpus of methods and knowledge,
strength? Little things; and if God accepts them and wishes to ons, plans and data. And from such trifles, no doubt, the
Seu:eive thgem as great things? Little things; has one ever felf thi‘é B od,em b s G 4 9
Does one judge according to experience? Little things;fone "‘ :' g
inly guilty, therefore, if seeing them as such, one refuses thems 3 g
;fii::ley ililné)sf’ yet it is r.,hey that in the end have? made great s L of distributions
Yes, little things; but great motives, great feelings, great fervo
great ardour, and consequently great merits, great t'reasurcs, g 'E d
rewards’ (La Salle, Traité ..., 238-9). The menculous'm_essn 4
the regulations, the fussiness of the inspections, the supefwsl‘o dﬁ
the smallest fragment of life and of the body will soon prowde, In' =

ontext of the school, the barracks, the hospital or the WorRSh nent’ of vagabonds and paupers; there were other more

. laicized content a;l economic or technical rationality fo'r " but insidious and effective ones. There were the colléges:

?ny?t?cl;l calculus D’f the infinitesimal and the inﬁnitft:; Anda u-'“-l B otk . iocassic, model s erachually imposed;
o 3 n- ‘ .

of Detail in the elgl:lteenth century, Pf‘zls‘gedﬂ_‘“’erviz {Te; Jerick I8 app'ea_red as the most p?rfect, if not r:he most frequent,

de La Salle, touching on Leibniz and Bufton, g nal régime; it became obligatory at Louis-le-Grand when,

T o . ono oo d
covering pedagogy, medicine, military tactics e departure of the Jesuits, it was turned into a model school

should bring us, at the end of the century, to :'hfh m?.lr;r:ilr?s iii - o B e
of being another Newton, not the Newton of the 1 |

st instance, discipline proceeds from the distribution of in-
space. To achieve this end, it employs several techniques.
pline sometimes requires enclosure, the specification of a
erogeneous to all others and closed in upon itself. It is the
d place of disciplinary monotony. There was the great
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s a bt ' 1 workers be assembled under the same roof, so that the part-
barracks: the army, that vagabond mass, Sf'fo f;: in place; ho is entrusted with the management of the manufactory may
looting and violence must be prevemed;,dle t;:: Oh tt;ca‘tl inhabj. - ¢t and remedy abuses that may arise among the workers and
tants, who do not care for troops passing th ugn their towns, ir progress at the outset’ (Dauphin, 199).

must be calmed; conflicts with the c'_“l authorltleS(;‘IH’lIS‘t be 3Vf)lded;_ ] the principle of ‘enclosure’ is neither constant, nor indis-
desertion must be stopped, e"lmfd‘m controlllt; - d::i O];.dmm nor sufficient in disciplinary machinery. This machinery
of 1719 envisaged the construction SPampas t};m £ th e in a much more flexible and detailed way. It does this
on the model of those already set up In Sl aoutty of e CoR on the principle of elementary location or partitioning.
there would be strict confinements: “The whole will be enclosed by dual has his own place; and each place its individual.

feet high, which will surround the said houses, at g ’ i T
:nd:_);at;rc:’zl; ;;:-t;e‘}eet gﬁ}l’,m all the sides’; this will have the effect tributions in groups; break up collective dispositions;

o T +opder and discipline, so that an o/l nfused, massive or transient pluralities. Disciplinary space

P ors 88 divided into as many sections as there are bodies or
will be in a position to answer for thttla]m (Le?erizrnnancra ck: :t:bmq B Ll D i clisinee the eloiinidt imoass
ere W about

IXL, 25 September 1719). In 1745, ;
320 :‘.ovzns; P:mcl it was estimated that the total capacity of the bar-

racks in 1775 was approximately 200,000 men (Daisy, NN g
anonymous memoir of 1775, in Dépot de la guerre, 3689, £ 156; s aim was to establish presences and absences, to know where
Navereau, 132-5)- Side by side with the spread of workshops, there w to locate individuals, to set up useful communicarians, to
Iso developed great manufacturing spaces, both homogeneous ané b thers, to be able at éach moment to supervise the cond,uct
Y 11 defined: first, the combined manufactories, then, in the scCiy eidlusl, 0 assess i, t0 judge it, to calculate its qualities
:elf of the f.:ighteeﬂth century, the works or factories proper ( its. It was a’procedure therefore, aimed at knowing, master-
(?haussade ironworks occupied almost the whole of the Méd usmg Discipline oréa it ad an’an alytical space. v
insula, between Niévre and Loire; in order to set up the Inds@ there, too, it encountered an old architectural and religious
Ifmro in 1777, Wilkinson, by means of embankments and i § the monastic cell. Even if the compartments it assigns
czcns:ryucted an island on the Loire; Toufait bufilt I,edCreuzoth :1 he B ely ideal, the disciplinary space is always, basically,
: : an BTy :
valley of the Charbonnicre, Vf’h“"'h he s ormf.'_ 4 olitude was necessary to both body and soul, according to
workers’ accommodatilon built in t;h::chmcl;ynf:llf)'i‘;:ewfzs c:ory e -sism: hﬂ;ey rglust, o cermfngrzen;s % ]eeglt’ confra:ln:t
i a new . ok . e .
of sl bt 1 i o monasey, the foes,  wlled QR -+ e God oo il
thg guar{:lian “will open the gates only on the return of the I h the dormitories are shared, the beds are nevertheless
and after the bell that announces the resumption of work has been such a way and closed so exactly by means of curtains
rung’; a quarter of an hour later nonc’}':e ‘;"tl: bli ;ﬁln:“ei;oa:htg i e girls may rise and retire without being seen’ (Réglement pour
’ heads will hand back the keys to 705 772 i . i
(;i :hrz dgg,ﬂtie g::::;c,s:hoe;i; b ) gt (Amboise 4 é;f:; flf{;;izj Bon Pasteur, in Delamare, 507). But this
12,1301). The aim is to derive the Ay .advan?%:;r;n s 'he rule of finctional sites would gradually, in the disciplinary
neutralize the inconv'enienOBS (thefts, 1}1““-“"3?‘:;‘;"; ‘])Jecome 3 -;m code a space that archltecrure generally left at the dis-
turbances and ‘cabals’), as the forces of produ of several different uses. Particular places were defined to

. master the 1ab0= ) !
concentrated; to Pmt‘:ic"_ maten'als a&‘i:";i:nﬁetfmin;m quire ond not only to the need to supervise, to break dangerous
force: “The order and inspection

ibutions, the uncontrolled disappearance of individuals,
circulation, their unusable and dangerous coagulation;
‘a tactic of anti-desertion, anti-vagabondage, anti-concentra-
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communications, but also to create a useful space. The proge 7_:

in the hospitals, especially in the military and
;l:g;?:lsd.cllﬁza::,hit seerl:ns th’at rlthefon.semg b?th ase
ment and model. A port, and a military port is — wu_h its circula
of goods, men signed up willingly or by force, sailors embay
and disembarking, diseases and epxde;m;(s)r B e

ing, contagion: it is a crossroads

:;:gﬁgfl;ce f‘;g;'orbidden circulz.atifJns. The naval hospital
therefore treat, but in order to do this it must be a filter, a me?h
that pins down and partitions; it must_provtde a hold.over ﬂ?ls .
mobile, swarming mass, by dissipating t_he confusion of 111.
and evil. The medical supervision of diseases and contagions

inseparable from a whole series of other controls: the military con

over deserters, fiscal control over commodities, administrative

trol over remedies, rations, disappearances, cures, deaths, si ..43
tions. Hence the need to distribute and partition off space in ]
s e first steps taken at Rochefort concerned

rigorous manner. Th a
tlfi;ngs rather than men, precious commodities, rather than pati

: i cededd
The arrangements of fiscal and economic supervision pre
tecEniques of medical observation: placing of medicines under .:_
and key, recording their use; a little later, a system was workefl ou
to verif;( the real number of patients, their identity, the units to

which they belonged; then one began to regulate their comings nd

goings; they were forced to remain in their wards; to each bed
ched the name of its occupant; '
:::ered in a register that the doctor had to consult during the

later came the isolation of contagious patients and separate bed:

Gradually, an administrative and political space was articulated upe

i i individualize bodies, diseases,
therapeutic space; it tended to _mdmdu , diey
:ymptofss, lives and deaths; it constituted a ml Fab.le of 1ux o
and carefully distinct singularities. Out of discipline, a medicaly

useful space was born.

In the factories that appeared >end e
the principle of individualizing partitioning .be.came mo b
cated. It was a question of distributing individuals 1}1 a c];
which one might isolate them and map th-em; but also of arti
this distribution on a production machinery that ha
quirements. The distribution of bodies,
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each individual treated wa
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d its own ¥
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stion machinery and the different forms of activity in the
of ‘posts’ had to be linked together. The Oberkampf
at Jouy obeyed this principle. It was made up of a
of workshops specified according to each broad type of opera-
for the printers, the handlers, the colourists, the women who
l'up the design, the engravers, the dyers. The largest of the
built in 1791, by Toussaint Barré, was 110 metres long
three storeys. The ground floor was devoted mainly to
ting; it contained 132 tables arranged in two rows, the
the workshop, which had eighty-eight windows; each
ked at a table with his ‘puller’, who prepared and spread
There were 264 persons in all. At the end of each table
sort of rack on which the material that had just been printed
t to dry (Saint-Maur). By walking up and down the central
workshop, it was possible to carry out a supervision that
general and individual: to observe the worker’s presence
tion, and the quality of his work; to compare workers
another, to classify them according to skill and speed;
the successive stages of the production process. All these
ons formed a permanent grid: confusion was eliminated?:
say, production was divided up and the labour process
ted, on the one hand, according to its stages or element-
and, on the other hand, according to the individuals,
ticular bodies, that carried it out: each variable of this force —
1, promptness, skill, constancy — would be observed, and
characterized, assessed, computed and related to the
ho was its particular agent. Thus, spread out in a per-
ble way over the whole series of individual bodies, the
e may be analysed in individual units. At the emergence |
cale industry, one finds, beneath the division of the pro- !
ocess, the individualizing fragmentation of labour power; _'
tions of the disciplinary space often assured both.
scipline, the elements are interchangeable, since each is
the place it occupies in a series, and by the gap that
€s it from the others. The unit is, therefore, neither the
unit of domination), nor the place (unit of residence), but
the place one occupies in a classification, the point at which
fd a column intersect, the interval in a series of intervals that
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is from week to week, month to month
ment of age groups, one after another;
it and questions treated, according to

ne after the other. Discipline is an art of ray y
:nt:c}‘?nziyqu:a;:ﬁeotramformaﬁon of z.arrangements. It md“.",d lizeg
bodies by a location that does not give them a ﬁxe;l P;Jsx.non, but
distributes them and circulates them in a netwo_rk oure ations,

Take the example of the ‘class’. In the ](?Sillt co ;ges,‘ Ene stil
found an organization that was at once binary a}:lx :mded; e
classes, which might comprise up to two o; iree unur: p
were subdivided into groups of ten; each of these gro [1) ) vn |
‘decurion’, was placed in a camp, Roman. or Cartha%r:;an’
‘decury’ had its counterpart in the opposing camll?u i -.‘.
form was that of war and rivalry; work, apgrennc;sl p v as
cation were carried out in the form ?f tl_le joust, Chroug . e
frontation of two armies; the contribution of ea pupil was
sf:ribed in this general duel; it contributed to t]‘ne Vlctor{ra or
defeat of a whole camp; and the pupi.]s were u:}smggei :;ﬁ 1: vgleue
corresponded to the function of each mldn‘nd an ot

mbatant in the unitary group of his decur?r (Rochemon
g (;')) It should be observed moreover tha-t this Bornan com
rsr:adt; it possible to link, to the_ binar;_r exerc:se; _of rl:}z:lry, a .- :‘
disposition inspired by the legion, with rank, ;EI S;Lakp};ng’ .
supervision. One should not forget that, gen dy peakine
Roman model, at the Enltilightenme;tr,lb [‘)ch'.itzrelden: . ;ah e .
i it was the very nt :
rn‘:ﬁ?z:llyca;pzp:::,was the ideal schema of 'disc1phne. T}{le Roo
the eighteenth century and of the Revc.)luuc'm was tti}:e Rzﬂ: 0
Senate, but it was also that of the legion; 1tUwas t; bper-
Forum, but it was also that of the camps. Jp to e e
‘ Roman reference transmitted, somewhat am}:ugut;us ¥, e
| iti i i f disciplinary me :
ll e c‘ms}ig ;f_!d d}e ;er;h;;le?nu;Sin the Encient fable
| i isciplin: : .
‘| Eg ]c:sss;td;ﬁ;gs )c;me tlt)J dominate the element of ;ous;d a:i "
| warfare. Gradually — but especially after 1762 — the e
|

, year to year; an
a succession of subjects
an order of increasing
Isory alignments, each
, his performance, his behaviour, occupies
s one rank, sometimes another; he moves constantly over
of compartments — some of these are ‘ideal’ compartments,
a hierarchy of knowledge or ability, others express the
ution of values or merits in material terms in the space of the
eor classroom. Itisa perpetual movement in which individuals
 one another in a space marked off by aligned intervals.
e organization of a serial space was one of the great technical
NS 0 elementary education. It made it possible to supersede
gt 3 B0 iarom
al system (a pupil-working for a few minutes with the
hile the rest of the heterogeneous group remained idle and
ded). By assigning individual places it made possible the
fision of each individual and the simul

taneous work of all. It
a new economy of the time of apprenticeship. It made the
space function like a le

arning machine, but also as a
ine for supervising, hierarchizing, rewarding. Jean-Baptiste de
lle dreamt of a classroom in which the spatial distribution
ovide a whole series of distinctions at once: according to

Progress, worth, character, application, cleanliness and
§' fortune. Thus, the classroom would form a single great
with many different entries, under the scrupulously ‘classi-
y" eye of the master: ‘In every class there will be places
ed for all the pupils of all the lessons, so that all those attending
e lesson will always occupy the same place. Pupils attending
st lessons will be placed in the benches closest to the wall,
éd by the others according to the order of the lessons moving
8 the middle of the classroom. . . Each of the pupils will

Iis place assigned to him and none of them will leave it or

except on the order or with the consent of the school
* Things must be so arranged that ‘those whose parents
ectful and verminous must be separated from those who are
and clean; that an unruly and frivolous pupil should be
between two who are well behaved and serious,
alone or between two pious pupils’.?

it is no longer made

il space unfolds; the class becomes hom%ger];eouiz, e:t ulrs1 (;1; theg "

| up of individual elements arrar‘xged side by s e

eye. In the eighteenth century, ‘rank begms to g

|; of distribution of individuals in the educational or et..buted ol

i of pupils in the class, corridors, courtyards; rank att: e cank I
pupil at the end of each task and each examination;

a libertine
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In organizing ‘cells’, ‘places’ and ‘ranks’, the di!fcipﬁnes rell
complex spaces that are at once architecn‘lr_a], functional and
archical. It is spaces that provide fixed positions and permit cir
tion; they carve out individual segments and establish operarie nal
links; they mark places and indicate values; they guarantee
obedience of individuals, but also a better economy of time
gesture. They are mixed spaces: real because thc?y govern the dig.
position of buildings, rooms, furniture, but als? 1c§eal, because t} s
are projected over this arrangement of charactenz.at_mr-ns,.asg,&;s ments, :
hierarchies. The first of the great operations of d-lsc:lplme is, there. b
fore, the constitution of ‘rableaux vivantsj, which transform the
confused, useless or dangerous multitudes into ordered mult :
ties. The drawing up of ‘tables’ was one of the great proble'ms of th
scientific, political and economic tecl?nology of the. l_,,_ .
century: how one was to arrange botamca! and. ZOOIOg.lC&-l[ gardens
and construct at the same time rational classifications of lfvmg being
how one was to observe, supervise, regularize the c1f'culation
commodities and money and thus build up an economic table th
might serve as the principle of the increase of wealth; how one wa b
to inspect men, observe their presence and absence and constitut ..
a general and permanent register of the armed forces; how one wa i ty
to distribute patients, separate them from one ano'ther, dw:n
the hospital space and make a systematic classification of d. sea
these were all twin operations in which the £wo elements — distribu
tion and analysis, supervision and intelligibility — are inextri
bound up. In the eighteenth century, the table was both a te hniqu

of power and a procedure of knowledge. It ‘was a question
organizing the multiple, of providing oneself 'w.rlth an instrument
cover it and to master it; it was a question of imposing upon ~
‘order’. Like the army general of whom Guibert spoke, the 5
ist, the physician, the economist was ‘blinded by the lmh!:t .
dazed by the multitude . . . the innumerable combinations t i
from the multiplicity of objects, so many concerns togeth;l:
burden above his strength. In perfecting itself, in approac ﬁ;z
principles, the science of modern warfare might_ become S;mgf B
less difficult’; armies ‘with simple, similar tactics, capab ezm !
adapted to every movement . . . would be easier 10 mo.\f;x o
(Guibert, xxxvi). Tactics, the spatial ordering of men; 4

linary space of natural beings; the economic table, the
movement of wealth.

table does not have the same function in these different
In the order of the economy, it makes possible the
ent of quantities and the analysis of movements. In the
taxonomy, it has the function of characterizing (and con-
reducing individual singularities) and constituting classes
fore of excluding considerations of number). But in the
e disciplinary distribution, on the other hand, the table
ction of treating multiplicity itself, distributing it and
g from it as many effects as possible. Whereas natural
my is situated on the axis that links character and category,
tactics is situated on the axis that links the singular and

le. It allows both the characterization of the individual

al and the ordering of a given multiplicity. It is the first

or the control and use of an ensemble of distinct elements:
for a micro-physics of what might be called a ‘cellular’

table is an old inheritance. The strict model was no

ted by the monastic communities. It soon spread. Its
methods — establish rhythms, impose particular occupa-

ate the cycles of repetition — were soon to be found in

, workshops and hospitals. The new disciplines had no diffi-
ing up their place in the old forms; the schools and poor-
tended the life and the regularity of the monastic com-
which they were often attached. The rigours of the

I period long retained a religious air; in the seventeenth
5 the regulations of the great manufactories laid down the
S that would divide up the working day: ‘On arrival in the
, before beginning their work, all persons shall wash their
ter up their work to God and make the sign of the cross’
, article 1); but even in the nineteenth century, when the
ations were needed in industry, they were sometimes

Ito ‘congregations’, in an attempt to inure them to work
shops; the framework of the ‘factory-monastery’ was
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imposed upon the workers. In the Protestant armies of Maurice of ' Wha-tsoever, to eat, to sleep, to tell stories and comedies’
Orange and Gustavus Adolphus, military discipline was achieyeq nheir am::le.IG); and even during the meal-break, ‘there will
through a rhythmics of time punctuated by pious exercises; army g of g advent,urels or other such talk that distracts
life, Boussanelle was later to say, should have some of the ‘perfee. s from their work’; ‘it is expressly forbidden for any

tions of the cloister itself” (Boussanelle, 2; on the religious charactep : er any pretext, to bring wine into the manufactory and
of discipline in the Swedish army, cf. The Swedish Discipling n the worksh-ops’ ({4’"5"‘:‘f’ article 4). Time measured and
London, 1632). For centuries, the religious orders had been masters also be a time ’W]t%lout impurities or defects; a time of
of discipline: they were the specialists of time, t.he great technicj il t}l}'?ughout whfch the body is constantly applied to
of thythm and regular activities. But the disciplines altered th cise. P Spision and application are, with regularity, the funda-
methods of temporal regulation from which they derived. y virtues of disciplinary time. But this is not the newest thing
altered them first by refining them. One began to count in quarter ther methods are more characteristic of the disciplines.
hours, in minutes, in seconds. This happened in the army, of course: be temporal elabor ation of the act. There are, for example, two
Guibert systematically implemented the chronometric measurement of .eontrolhng‘ marching troops. In the early seventeenth
of shooting that had been suggested earlier by Vauban. In the eles f we have: ‘Accustomed soldiers marching in file or in
mentary schools, the division of time became increasingly minute; to march to r_-he rhythm of the drum. And to do this, one
activities were governed in detail by orders that had to be obeye in with the right foot so that the whole troop raises the
immediately: ‘At the last stroke of the hour, a pupil will ring .?’ oot at the same time’ (Montgommery, 86). In the mid-
bell, and at the first sound of the bell all the pupils will kneel, w ith gentury, there are four sorts of steps: ‘The length of the
their arms crossed and their eyes lowered. When the prayer has been it step will be a foot, that of the ordinary step, the double
said, the teacher will strike the signal once to indicate that the pupil marching step will be two feet, the whole measured from
should get up, a second time as a sign that they should salute C it O the next;_ as for the duration, that of the small step and
and a third that they should sit down’ (La Salle, Conduite . . ., 27-8) : step will last one second, during which two double
In the early nineteenth century, the following time-table was sug d be performed; the duration of the marching step will be

gested for the Ecoles mutuelles, or ‘mutual improvement .. longer than one second. The oblique step will take one
8.45 entrance of the monitor, 8.52 the monitor’s summons, 85! wx.ll be at most eighteen inches from one heel to the next.
entrance of the children and prayer, 9.00 the children go to thel ary step will be executed forwards, holding the head

benches, 9.04 first slate, 9.08 end of dictation, 9.12 second s'late, et 1 and the body erect, holding oneself in balance successively
(Tronchot, 221). The gradual extension of the fvage-eﬁ"““g 3 e leg, and _bnnging the other forwards, the ham taut, the
brought with it a more detailed partitioning of time: 1f worke £ the foot a little turned outwards and low, so that one may

arrive later than a quarter of an hour after the ringing of .the bel:!-' - 3 ecmtic'm brush the ground on which one must walk and
(Amboise, article 2); ‘if any one of the companions is aske y s ftfot, in .such a way that each part may come to rest there
during work and loses more than five minutes . . ., ‘anyone WEES me time without striking the ground’ (‘Ordonnance du rer
not at his work at the correct time .. . (Oppenheim, aft}‘-"" E 1766, pour régler I'exercise de Pinfanterie’). Between these
But an attempt is also made to assure the quality of th'.a tme ons, a new set of restraints had been brought into play,
constant supervision, the pressure of supervisors, tlrge elimi ee of precision in the breakdown of gestures and move-
anything that might disturb or distract; it is a question ?f co ¢ inother way of adjusting the body to temporal imperatives.
ing a totally useful time: ‘Tt is expressly forbidden during "";o -_Fhe Ort_igla_ng_gsz_diigﬁ_n_efis_not a time-table — the
amuse one’s companions by gestures or in any other Way, THE tramework for an_activity; it is rather a collective and
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jons that the body must have with the object that it manipulates.
them, it outlines a meticulous meshing. ‘Bring the weapon

In three stages. Raise the rifle with the right hand, bringing
to the body so as to hold it perpendicular with the right
eend of the barrel at eye level, grasping it by striking it with
hand, the arm held close to the body at waist height. At the
ad stage, bring the rifle in front of you with the left hand, the
el in the middle between the two eyes, vertical, the right hand
jping it at the small of the butt, the arm outstretched, the trigger-
ting on the first finger, the left hand at the height of the
the thumb lying along the barrel against the moulding, At
jird stage, let go of the rifle with the lef; hand, whic
high, raising the rifle with the right hand, the lock outwards
pposite the chest, the right arm half flexed, the elbow close to
jody, the thumb lying against the lock, resting against the first
b the hammer resting on the first finger, the barrel perpendicu-
(Ordonnance du 1 janvier 1766 . . -, titre X1, article 2°). This
ple of what might be called the instrumental coding of the

tIt consists of a breakdown of the total gesture into two parallel
t of the parts of the body to be used (right hand, left hand,

i imposed from the outside; it is a ‘ng"aﬂune’-
' ib:;ﬂ:? d::{i]bné’r;rsgn of the act itself; it controls its develop
and its stages from the inside. We have passed from a form of
injunction that measured or punctuated gestures to a web tha't cone
" them or sustains them throughout their entire succession, A
:.z:t”:f anatomo-chronological schema of bf:-lr}aviour is deﬁned: The
act is broken down into its elements; the position o_f the bodj_(, li -
iculations is defined; to each movement are as..S:gned a directi
e de, a duration; their order of succession is prescribed. Time
e set,he body an:i with it all the meticulous controls of power,
Penetrl;:;ce the correlation of the body and the gesture. Discip]'imq ]
corj;;:rol does not consist simply in teaching or imposing a series of
articular gestures; it imposes the best rf:lan.on. berwee.n‘ a gesture
; d the overall position of the body, which is its condltIF)n of eﬁs
- and speed. In the correct use of the bod.ly,. which makg‘
Cle"‘fil a correct use of time, nothing must remain idle or l.Iscleai.'
seve t}?in must be called upon to form the support of the act
::egred. %& well-disciplined body forms the operational contexta'f;
thz slightest gesture. Good handwriting, for examp_le, prestl}llp%c:;
mnastics — a whole routine whose rigorous code ['nvests h el po : gl i i =,
agy entirety, from the points of the feet to the tip of the :th hiecr W s iy iy b ks oy
glnlt:r The p;pils must always ‘hold their b‘odies erect, son}[h ﬁ A g o g
r%lec.l and free on the left side, slightly inclined, so that, }‘:“hmf, ek A A s Wbt
nllb w placed on the table, the chin can be rested upon tbewm& R by
: 10 ; E}is i i sl frowo obligatory syntax is what the military theoreticians of
Uf;le: more forward under the table than the right. A distance t: Dn!’ - ey e Y e i Fibdor ks
gn aers B th? ta§!e; forenl? ) ‘Place to explicit and obligatory prescriptions. Over the whole
dogs one write with more alertness, b.ut nothmg = mc;’rs 5t0 €€ of contact between the body and the object it handles, power
s i e s o the han® #0duced, fastening them to one another. It constitutes a body-
to t the table; the part of the left arm from the elbow t ;- B oo ot ok s i oy
agalr:s};e e ,on R e a.f': ; ers from. ose forms of subjection that demanded of the body only
If:;lril :heI;Jody of about three fingers and be about five i?lgplaoe e B i ot e s g
the table, on which it must rest lightly. rI.'he 'teaCh}Trnwwritiﬂgs - 'lation i isdariah i g
B i o chang€ Jction of the operation. Thus disciplinary power appears to
puﬁ sy P e A i Whe‘n Fheg body 8 o e function not so much of deduction as of synthesis, not so
w;Siﬁon, oy B i e : Of exploitation of the product as of coercive link with the
I1;rerr:*quisite of an efficient gesture. AP of the #Us of production.
4. The body—object articulation. Discipline |

h falls along

ons occupies a particular
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ae il principle that underlay the time-table 3 hrough this technique of subjection a new object was being
5. Lx austivi . H

) tive; it was the principle of d; slowly, it superseded the mechanical body — the body com-
its traditional .fofm wasbisde;“ilzv::gadme’, which wasiouml:d of solids and assigned movements, the image of which had
non-idleness: it was for 1' the time-table was to eliminate the danges y long haunted those who dreamt of disciplinary perfection.
God and paid for by mené :e and economic dishonesty. Discipline, object is the natural body, the bearer of forces and the seat
of wasting it —a moral offen a positive economy; it poses the prin ; it is the body susceptible to specified operations, which
on the {?ﬂf{: hmééanar;a;i:_’,gwing use of time: exhaustion ra r order, their stages, their internal conditions, their con-
ciple of a theoreti

"R :on of extracting, from time, ever more avai
than uset,;:: ; qf:zsnt]meach moment, ever more useful forces..
mommthat o,ne must seek to inteﬂsify.the o ?f o Sh-gh - : ; 3 it
means £ time. in its very fragmentation, were inexhaustib ted by aut%lqnty, rather than 1.mbued with -ammal spirits;
moment,]asl 3 a,n ever more detailed internal arrangement, useful training and not of rational mechanics, but one in
as if, at least by : { : intained maximum by virtue of that f: ber of natural requi ts
coulzi tend tOW_ardS an ;ge?‘llfom;ta;:;h;cr};;:;;ntmh?s t};t was im .‘-—' ctional cocr)lstraim‘;e:rye ;z;iir;‘:;to !;Sne:;e. Th;:(il;ntlrlznl;:iy
speed an.d maxm;z; etezle Cy'laﬁons of the Prussian infantry tha mibert discovered in his critique of excessively artificial move-
Eeme}cxl 11: ot}];'afreoper?mita;ﬁfter the victories of Frederick 3:‘ ! r Lhe exercise that is imp;:sed u}laaon it anddwhich it resistls,
e who its subdivisions m y brings out its essential correlations and spontaneous
e more its ' ‘ g P y
more time 15 bn.)ken.ci(l):::s, itth;y deploying its internal element incompatible: ‘On entering most of our training schools,
the better one disarti ;ses them, the more one can accelerate a s all those unfortunate soldiers in constricting and forced
e Mg B S late it z;ccording to an optimum speed; one sees all their muscles contracted, the circulation of their
operatiox‘l, or at 1f:aSt r;?hl:e time of an action that was so important pted. . . If we studied the intention of nature and the
e e regulatlcfn s to be so throughout the entire technolog] of the human body, we would find the position and
in the army an'd.w}.uﬁ w;:ussian regulations of 1743 laid dowp_ that nature clearly prescribes for the soldier. The head
REREERAIROT T on to one’s foot, four to extend it, thirtee standing out from the shoulders, sitting perpendicu-
e bing S Ve By other means, the ‘mutual improve them. It must be turned neither to left nor to right,
to raise it to ,the Shol': Lder, etZedyas a machine to intensi_fy the use 0 1 view of the correspondence between the vertebrae of the
o) zzsat?on made it possible to obviate the linear, SUCCE shoulder-blade to which they are attached, none of them
time; its orga

, ing i lated the counterp® OVe in a circular manner without slightly bringing with it
e chara_cter Ofrt? enr::zte:tstile: sa:?lg:rt:or;%;t, by different g s ie same side that it moves one of the sghog;de?s agndgbecause,
0? ;g;iu\?szegih: direc;ion of monitors and assi;taﬂﬁ,dso . : y no longer being placed squarely, the soldier can no longer
o . - ut or!

, filled with many different, c
passing moment was

: t in front of him or serve as a point of alignment. . .
: the other hand, the rhythm imposed by sig_nals,"’ _'.‘:‘: '_ * hip-bone, which the ordinance g)dicates asgrtlhe point
e anfj’ onse‘t; q everyon,e temporal norms that were intendes 3 Which the butt end should rest, is not situated the same in all
::t:rr:ell:!rzse th: ;rocess of learning and to teach Spefmai;ﬂ e mt;st be Fplac:ehd more to the rifg_ht fo:;lsiome} and more
. . mmands . . . is to accustom the ¢ . L for others. For the same reason of inequality of structure,
e So-le m&?ﬁ,?;iﬁdy the same operations, t0 d:mmls};:o b ard is more or less pressed against the body, depending
exect'mng the loss of time caused by moving fromo _ ther the outer parts of a man’s shoulder is more or less
POSSlb]e by :hpe;d(Ber nard) 1 AL bert, 21—2).
tion to anothe % Y

elements. In becoming the target for new mechanisms
, the body is offered up to new forms of knowledge. It is
dy of exercise, rather than of speculative physics; a body
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We have seen how the procedures of disciplinary distribution had tal::r’ f'.;%l: :c;:ito?l;ied?:igzghfniﬁs:}?:r cr;:srssn?lslﬁ
- the contemporary techniques of classification gng et : ; ;
their place Tonfls 31‘130 thtfy it ad tham: the A : o]:-e w}l:f l:lad no notion ofl' dra:legi,ﬂ they wrt;re made dtlo
tabulation; but also how oy 8 s it the A e , which were more or less di t according to the
problem of i“‘_ﬁ‘_fidu;g ?idﬁzl:%}?i i:s ofyr,ese:: ch:l,ph -a? each pupil. The second ‘“for those who already have some
controls of activity .. il adilngsy of bodies; les’, or who had passed through the first class; they had to
etical or practical, into the natural ma ooess’é. behaViol,lr pr: d ¥ ictures ‘at sight, without tracing’, but considering only
began to discolver in themds?:umﬁ:eg;aced th:e simple plrydlll qwing. In r.h.e third class, they learnt colourir}g and peistel
organized mentsrg:i r:d tf) Ko dodle i its minnrei and were ::dtrod;oe: tol the kts}:eory an]d practice of dy:;lngi.:
n.mvement- " d shscr;ws the conditions of functioning proper toa s perfo::m %) E 3: e ;'egu 'z :;: ! ;’ za of
s PPPOB§ a"nlin power has as its correlative an individug e =155, hSlg:;:j iy the nan;;a c-’ﬂ;ts ];: b at:.l 3.
organ.lsm. 1sciplinary pC 1 and ‘cellular’, but also natural and was nan in to the teacher; the best were rewarded;
. that is not only analytical an 7 together at the end of the year and compared, they made
! ‘organic’. e to establish the progress, the present ability and the
3 ‘ e of each pupil; it was then decided which of them could
The organization of geneses the next clas;. dAfgener;d bookzi keptth by b:,l;,e tt.eacher:} aid
3 the manufactory of the Gobelin ts, recorded from ay to day the aviour of the
In 1667, the edict t'ha:i:;t ol;‘pa school. Sixty scholarship childre X evqrythmg that happened in the school; it was periodically
4 g Orga;uthe superintendent of royal buildings, entrus Tt (.Ge PNDRSLAREY). ;
were to be chosen by hose task it would be to provide the lins school is only one example of an important pheno-
ted for a time to a master W e then apprenticed to the vario development, in the classical period, of a new technique
with ‘upbringing and instruction’, vt P (who by virtue of X ing charge of the time of individual existences; for regulating
master tapestry makers _Of tg:dm::l oy ?‘;:o(:nrythe pupils’ scholarship of time, bodies and forces; for assuring an accumula-
fact received CUmPensa.uon. - of service and a qualifyi tion; and for turning to ever-increased profit or use the
after six years’ apprmnc&s.hlp, f:;l“r ).(:}zz;sm ‘set up and run a t of passing time. How can one capitalize the time of
examination, they were given Vj nﬁnd i o il accumulate it in each of them, in their bodies, in their
in any town ?f r_h_e klngtxi';;n-. zf dependence on the master th : their abilities, in a way that is susceptible of use and
guild appre.nt.lceshlp: the : gfnsmmtgf;ldumﬁ"“ of the trainin lOW can one organize profitable durations? The disciplines,
is both individual and total; i e ination, but which is 8 e space, break up and rearrange activities, must also be
which is concluded by a qua 1fy1:;g :’Omm s an overall exchaf as machinery for adding up and capitalizing time. This
broken d(:hwn acc?;diggﬁug:e;iveﬂﬁsgkn“ owledge and the appe! ne in four ways, which emerge most clearly in military
between the master W : i 4a d often some P! ation.
tice who must offer his services, h:; ?:ﬁzzse;n&l a transferencé de duration into successive or parallel segments, each of
ment. The form of domﬁsiziser‘: 2od 2 school of dray must end at a specific time. For example, isolate the period
knowledge.f‘ In 1737, an belia ; [itgmwasnzednot intended to replace® and the period of practice; do not mix the instruction of
the apprentices of the Gobelins; kers, but to complement g d the exercise of veterans; open separate military schools
training given by _the e, er:,of time. Two hours 878 ned service (in 1764, the creation of the Ecole Militaire in
involved asqmct‘e yi]f::?rfl‘;asatnﬁndagsemt;: pupils met in the schook: N 1776 the creation of twelve schools in the provinces);
except on Sunda ? !
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third for those who are leaming the abbreviattled letters (CAPS X
a fourth for those who are learmng the double etter? (ff; ss, 2t ),
The second class would be divided into three S;Ie]:{msb fg thosf’who
‘count each letter aloud before spelling the sylla e}; : 5.’ DO, g
those ‘who spell the most difficult sylla!)les, suc gs ant, by
spinx’, etc. (Demia, 19—20). Each stage in the1 com m;gf)ry. of el
ements must be inscribed within a greattempora series, which is hogy
anatural progress of the mind and a .ct?d.e for educatlve‘lp;;ocedum

The ‘seriation’ of successive activities r_na_d?es pfossii e.la whok,
investment of duration by power: the poslmblhty. of a detailed con.
trol and a regular intervention (of dlﬂ'ers':nnimd?n, Co‘rg.e;u
punishment, elimination) in each moment of tlmc]*-:, e p?;s{ ility of
characterizing, and therefore of using Im:hvxduz}ll s elt-::cor H}E-EO the
level in the series that they are moving thro.ug ,ht e possi. Zled ty a::
accumulating time and activity, of rec.hscovermg t er:;, tota c]ﬁ o
usable in a final result, which is the ultimate capac:dty ofan moﬁw -
Temporal dispersal is brought togethe.r to pcll'o uce 4 r}:; tf)ow
mastering a duration that would -.:)ﬂlerwme.e]u e onei s fd Eamm
is articulated directly onto time; it assures its control and g .
lts'11‘1}31‘::.c:lis;cil::lin'.ary methoc:}s} revealda lir}fa;-l t:;;nz Lﬁﬁfﬁgﬁgﬁ& u:
integrated, one upon ano er, and ‘which is or ‘ :
1ti-:llt-en’final, s,table pgint; in short, an ‘evqun.ve. nr?i:eBaL;td 12 :;l;zztmb;
recalled that, at the same moment, t_he afimmts}tra i o
techniques of control reveal a social time of a semS (;f‘pmgr&l
cumulative type: the discovery of an e\fo‘luno[n m-te; s
The disciplinary techniques revea} 1’nd1v1dua serie ;eat b
an evolution in terms of ‘genesis’. These two g

netioning of power. No doub

.

tit is as if the ‘history-remember-
es, exploits, reigns and deeds had

case, the small temporal continuum of individuality-
certainly seems to be,

like the individuality-cell or the

fiduality-organism, an effect and an object of discipline. And, at

entre of this seriation of time, one finds 2 Procedure that is, for

hat the drawing up of ‘tables’ was for the distribution of
and cellular segmen

tation, or, again,
the economy of activiti

what ‘manoeuyre’
es and organic control. This proce-

ictly. disciplinary form, exerci
d in military, religious and university practices.either as
ritual, preparatory ceremony, theatrical rehearsal or

€ from year 1o year, month to

eighteenth cen — the progress ot soc ty eared sing
of the eighteenth century - th f societies and the geneses exity, first app i Tl vtk :
of in id t| — were perhaps corl;'elz;tivsse Wiih tlhe new techni gt 1S of the Common Life (cf. M i3 : IIOiUpS ] e
f individuals — were : 51' iqsm‘ . . ) 0 a religious g th
powl e: and more specifically, with a new way of admin tering eir, 160 ff) Strongy nspired
’

i iation, synthesis an€

time and making it useful, by segmentation, serxatlon;n g’de o

totalization. A macro- and a micro-physics of powered A
not the invention of history (it had long had no neouS ol

. g itary, continuous, CUMtE . t

the integration of a temporal, unitary, o ki it
dimension in the exercise of controls and t}"le przc o so profount) e e
ocil'y fia o 3 tituted — ¢ 3

‘Evolutive’ historicity, as it was then cons ool de -

that it is still self-evident for many today —is bo # acqui

g rigorous exercises that the ascetic life
tasks of increasing complexity that marked the
n of knowledge and good behaviour; the striving
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of the whole community towards salvat?on becafne tl:le collecs;
permanent competition of individuals being classified in relation ¢
one another. Perhaps it was these procedures of_cornmumty life and
salvation that were the first nucleus of .methods :ntend?d to prod
individually characterized, but collectively useful aPtitUdes.ﬂ In it
mystical or ascetic form, exercise was a way of o‘rdermg.earth]y time
for the conquest of salvation. It was grac‘iually, in the h.lstory of the
West, to change direction while preserving certain of its Chal:acm.
istics; it served to economize the time of life, to accumulate it ina
useful form and to exercise power over men through the mediatign
of time arranged in this way. Exercise, having becon}e an elm_
in the political technology of the body and o_f dt'mmon, does not
culminate in a beyond, but tends towards a subjection that has neyer
reached its limit.

The composition of forces

‘Let us begin by destroying the old prejudice, according. to which
one believed one was increasing the strength of a troop b.y mcmsi@_:_
its depth. All the physical laws of movement become chimeras when

3
one wishes to adapt them to tactics.”® From the end of the seven=

teenth century, the technical problem of infantf'y had been kf;:i
from the physical model of mass. In an army (?f pikes and m:ixs .
slow, imprecise, practically incapab.le c?f selecting a targ;t an s
aim — troops were used as a pro]ectfle, a wa.ll or a Ort;esoidja:
formidable infantry of the army of Spain’; the d_lsmbutlon' of s .
in this mass was carried out above all according to t}{edl.r senior |
and their bravery; at the centre, with the task of prov:l mgt; it
and volume, of giving density to the body, were thih ea]:ﬁm_ :
enced; in front, at the angles and on the flanks, werf:1 e.cal
reputedly most skilful soldiers. In thebcourse ?f rhe. c ass}r e
one passed over to a whole set of dehc?tt? :frflcu,llaotlorijs-came i
regiment, battalion, section and, Iater,‘ d:vns1‘on — be o
of machine with many parts, moving in relauor% to one p -
order to arrive at a configuration and to obtain a spec 0
What were the reasons for this mutation? -Sc')me were ecﬁanoe, d
make each individual useful and the training, mainte g

arming of troops profitable; to give to each soldier, a precious
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efficiency. But these economic reasons could become
pinant only with a technical transformation: the invention of
ifle:'! more accurate, more rapid than the musket, it gave
er value to the soldier’s skill; more capable of reaching a par-
¢ target, it made it possible to exploit fire-power at an indivi-
evel; and, conversely, it turned every soldier into a possible
, requiring by the same token greater mobility; it involved
fore the disappearance of a technique of masses in favour of an
at distributed units and men along extended, relatively flexible,
e lines. Hence the need to find a whole calculated _practice of
idual and collective dispositions, movements of groups or
ed elements, changes of position, of movement from one dis-
on to another; in shor; the need to invent a machinery whose
would no longer be the mobile or immobile mass, but a
try of divisible segments whose basic unity was the mobile
Ewith.his rifle;® and, no doubt, below the soldier himself, the

bal gestures, the elementary stages of’ actions, the fragments of
§ occupied or traversed.

e same problems arose when it was a
ductive force whose effect had to be
forces that composed it:
ices, relatively to an e
ity of use-values, and,

question of constituting
superior to the sum of
‘The combined working-day
qual sum of working-days, a greater
consequently, diminishes the labour-
fecessary for the production of a given useful effect. Whether
mbined working-day, in a given case, acquires this increased
ictive power, because it heightens the mechanical force of
r extends its sphere of action over a greater space, or con-
e field of production relatively to the scale of production,
e critical moment sets large masses of labour to work . . . the
I productive power of the combined working-day is, under
Cumstances, the social productive power of labour, or the
® power of social labour. This power is due to cooperation
( Capital, vol. 1, 311-12). On several occasions, Marx
8 the analogy between the problems of the division of labour
0se of military tactics. For example: ‘Just as the offensive
©f a squadron of cavalry, or the defensive power of a regi-
infantry, is essentially different from the sum of the offen-
B defensive powers of the individual cavalry or infantry
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of the mechan ymust be adjusted to the time of the others in such a way that the
soldiers taken ';EPT::(I){L:?C?;ETS tg‘t;:n e aokiat ?2;;1 :;?R mum quantity of forces may be extracted from each and com-
exerted by 15(11 ate v hacda take part sismultneousty in G d with the optimum result. Thus Servan dreamt of a military
developed, wi el‘é !:im y ration’ (Marx, Capital, vol. 1, 308), sine that would cover the whole territory of the nation and in
the same undivide ng s whi,ch discipline must responds té h each individual would be occupied without interruption but
Thus a new d;ima:rhol.:ge fect will be maximized by the conw erent way according to the evolutive segment, the genetic
cor'xstruc:-tam?cthnelememary parts of which it is composed. Djseje in which he finds himself. Military life would begin in
arflcu‘lanon e lv an art of distributing bodies, of extracting d, when young children would be taught the profession of
p}me is no longer Sl;nlzgcumulating it, but of composing forces # ‘military manors’; it would end in these same manors when
time from r_he?rn an ficient machine. This demand is expressed jn ans, right up to their last day, would teach the children,
order to obtain an efficien i 4 the recruits, preside over the soldiers’ exercises, supervise
several ways. +4ual body becomes an element that may be phuli, n they were carrying out works in the public interest, and
1. The 1r.1d1v1 lila o?hers Its bravery or its strength are no make order reign in the country, when the troops were fight-
moved, aructxla.teal . L t.hat define it; but the place it occupies, frontiers. There is not a single moment of life from which
!ong_er the princip vantﬁe regularity, the good order according to annot extract forces, providing one knows how to differentiate
the.mtf:rval it covers, eme;g::S- Thé soldier is above all a fragment d combine it with others. Similarly, one uses the labour of
L 5 Operatesll)‘:fmm{le is courage or honour. Guibert describes en and of old people in the great workshops; this is because
of mobl!e space, . lcl)rewin way: ‘When he is under arms, he ocetis 1ave certain elementary capacities for which it is not necessary
tl?e soldier in t{le Oh? rgatesgdiametera that is to say, taking him e workers who have many other aptitudes; furthermore, they
Pn v o 1Shgr and about one foot in his greatest thick: itute a cheap labour force; lastly, if they work, they are no
from one end to the ﬁt 1 the shoulders, to which one must addan tanyone’s charge: “Labouring mankind’, said a tax collector
i o ST tc})l'm and the ne,xt man; this gives two feet erprise at Angers, ‘may find in this manufactory, from the
i‘nterval' Of? e betw?:l;:ar ;nd indicates that a troop of infantry i en to old age, resources against idleness and the penury that
in all dlmn?ns p_e;'l Ry its front or in its depth, as many steps a8it from i’ (Marchegay, 360). But it was probably in primary
battle occupies, either in This is a functional reduction of the bodys that this adjustment of different chronologies was to be
has ranks’ (Guibert, 27)- f:‘;l: body-segment in a whole ensembie tout with most subtlety. From the seventeenth century to the
Butitis .als::f il 1ns‘ert10n: Th1 soldilcrer whose body has been traifieé uction, at the beginning of the nineteenth, of the Lancaster
over Wh.lch itis ::1rt1c:ulatef . ;ﬁcular operations must in turn for ot 0d, the complex clockwork of the mutual improvement school
frech e ol i t another level. The soldiers will be it up cog by cog: first the oldest pupils were entrusted with
e it a‘mechanlsm : then two by two, then in Eress olving simple supervision, then of checking work, then of
instructed first ‘one by ;;.‘e’ of weapons, one will ascertain £& in the end, all the time of all the pupils was occupied either
numbess, . . F:()r o hatt: i aratel insizructed, they will carry & hing or with being taught. The school became a machine
when the soldiers have eenhze P . hges alternately, so that the 0% ing, in which each pupil, each level and each moment, if
g rch cd n% hl;mself to the one on the & ol combined, were permanently utilized in the general pro-
on the left may l:tarn tol:t ;p is constituted as a part of 2 M PEteaching. One of the great advocates of the mutual improve-
(‘Ordonnance .. ). b 2 Sehools gives us some idea of this progress: ‘In a school of 360
segmentary machine. ::g the master who would like to instruct each pupil in turn

g- i isci ]ine muSt €0

2 I ]I.e var .I.{ us C]l]“nolo l@l series ﬂ‘lat dlSC]p E - . : .
; i i i Of machinet y- I} - €SS10Nn o thl ] l 1 1
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to each. By the new method, each of the 360 pupils writes, reads
counts for two and a half hours’ (cf. Bernard). <
3. This carefully measured combination of forces requires 5
precise system of command. All the activity of the disciplj m;
individual must be punctuated and sustained by injunctions whge

efficacity rests on brevity and clarity; the order does not need to pa-

explained or formulated; it must trigger off the required behavioyg
and that is enough. From the master of discipline to him whg j

subjected to it the relation is one of signalization: it is a question nog.
of understanding the injunction but of perceiving the signal and"
reacting to it immediately, according to a more or less artificial,

prearranged code. Place the bodies in a little world of signals to each’
of which is attached a single, obligatory response: it is a technique
of training, of dressage, that ‘despotically excludes in everything
the least representation, and the smallest murmur’; the dise
ciplined soldier ‘begins to obey whatever he is ordered to do;
obedience is prompt and blind; an appearance of indocility, thel
delay would be a crime’ (Boussanelle, 2). The training of sch
children was to be carried out in the same way: few words,
explanation, a total silence interrupted only by signals — bells, €
ping of hands, gestures, a mere glance from the teacher, or that i
wooden apparatus used by the Brothers of the Christian Schools;
was called par excellence the ‘Signal’ and it contained in its mechanica
brevity both the technique of command and the morality of o
ence. “The first and principal use of the signal is to attract at on
the attention of all the pupils to the teacher and to make thes
attentive to what he wishes to impart to them. Thus, whenever
wishes to attract the attention of the children, and to bring the
exercise to an end, he will strike the signal once. Whenever a EWJJ
pupil hears the noise of the signal, he will imagine that he is h i
the voice of the teacher or rather the voice of God himself calling
him by his name. He will then partake of the feelings of the YO
Samuel, saying with him in the depths of his soul: “Lm'd,.I ;
here.” > The pupil will have to have learnt the code of the SIZAEE
and respond automatically to them. “When prayer has beeﬂ:"m
the teacher will strike the signal at once and, turning t0 the ClEE
whom he wishes to read, he will make the sign to begin. To m?k“
sign to stop to a pupil who is reading, he will strike the signd
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. To make a sign to a pupil to repeat when he has read
‘or mispronounced a letter, a syllable or a word, he will strike
gnal twice in rapid succession. If, after the sign had been made
r three times, the pupil who is reading does not find and repeat
ord that he has badly read or mispronounced — because he has
several words beyond it before being called to order — the
her will strike three times in rapid succession, as a sign to him to
to read farther back; and he will continue to make the sign
e pupil finds the word which he has said incorrectly’ (La Salle,
e . .. 137-8; cf. also Demia, 21). The mutual improvement
| was to exploit still further this control of behaviour by the
of signals to which one had to react immediately. Even
| orders were to function as elements of signalization: ‘Enter
benches. At the word enter, the children bring their right
down on the table with a resounding thud and at the same
put one leg into the bench; at the words your benches they put
er leg in and sit down opposite their slates ... Take your
g, At the word take, the children, with their right hands, take
d of the string by which the slate is suspended from the nail
ore them, and, with their left hands, they grasp the slate in the
e; at the word slates, they unhook it and place it on the table’.1?
sum up, it might be said that discipline creates out of the
s it controls four types of individuality, or rather an individual-
is endowed with four characteristics: it is cellular (by the
al-distribution); it is organic (by the coding of activities),
etic (by the accumuilation of time), it is combinatory (by the
sition of forces). And, in doing so, it operates four great
es:-it-draws up tables; it prescribes movements; it imposes
; lastly, in order to obtain the combination of forces, it
ges ‘tactics’. Tactics, the art of constructing, with located
coded activities and trained aptitudes, mechanisms in which
duct of the various forces is increased by their calculated
ation are no doubt the highest form of disciplinary practice.
knowledge, the eighteenth-century theoreticians saw the
foundation of all military practice, from the control and
e of individual bodies to the use of forces specific to the most
] multiplicities. The architecture, anatomy, mechanics,
Momy of the disciplinary body: ‘In the eyes of most soldiers,
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tactics are only a branch of the vast sc:'iencF of war; for me, they are
the base of this science; they are this science itself, becauge y,
teach how to constitute troops, order them, move tl;em, get them ¢q
fight; because tactics alone may make up for numf ers, and handje
the multitude; lastly, it will inch.}df_: knowledge.od mefn, Weapo
tensions, circumstances, because it is all these kinds o %{ngw!ed
brought together that must determlr.le those Ir{gvem;xtlhts (Gui :
4)- Or again: “The term tactics . . . gives some idea of the respectiyg
position of the men who make up a particular troop in re]a..
tion to that of the different troops th_at mal_:e up an army, thei
movements and their actions, their relations with one another’ (] oly
dellldii:;rgz,tﬁz; war as strategy is a continuation of Politim. But it
must not be forgotten that ‘politics’ has been conce:n;efh asa I;;(,n_
tinuation, if not exactly and directly of war, at !eas.t ) . e ;)mr ;
model as a fundamental means of preventing civil d:s(?r elr. o mt:
as a technique of internal peace and ord'er? sc-)ught to 1m}; fhmznt :
mechanism of the perfect army, of the d1scsplhned néaslsd, of the docile,
useful troop, of the regiment in camp .and in the field, on manoeﬁ:
vres and on exercises. In the great enghteenth-.cenrury Statle:‘; :
army guaranteed civil peace no doubt beca}lse it was }le feae anr;:e;
an ever-threatening sword, but also_becaus? it was a tec mqu:: el
body of knowledge that could project their schemt; overh tster .
body. If there is a politics-war series that passes r;:ug . f;gy;
there is an army-politics series that passes through tactics. .
i i d warfare as a way
that makes it possible to understan . h
o iti ; it is tactics that makes it possible
conducting politics between states; it is tactics that kes t PO
to understand the army as a principle for maintaining 5 e ? o
warfare in civil society. The classical age saw .the birt f0 - geach
political and military strategy by which nations confro o
other’s economic and demographic forcfas; but it ?lso ;aw e
of meticulous military and political tactics by Whllch‘ the c:oes
bodies and individual forces was exc.er.msed v.mhln sgatm;b_wh
‘militaire’ — the military institution, military science, ti ee -
himself, so different from what was formeriy char‘a.r:tert;oc1 p
term ‘homme de guerre’ — was specified, dt?rmg this {)erln [,he -
point of junction between war and [hf: noise of battle 0the o
hand, and order and silence, subservient to peace, on

ns of ideas usually attribute the dream of a perfect society to
ophers and jurists of the eighteenth century; but there was
ilitary dream of society; its fundamental reference was not to
of nature, but to the meticulously subordinated cogs of a
not to the primal social contract, but to permanent coer-
L not to fundamental rights, but to indefinitely progressive
bof training, not to the general will but to automatic docility.
pline must be made national,’ said Guibert. “The state that
et will have a simple, reliable, easily controlled administration.
Iresemble those huge machines, which by quite uncomplicated
oduce great effects; the strength of this state will spring
s own strength, its prosperity from its own prosperity. Time,
estroys all, will increase its power. It will disprove that
prejudice by which we are made to imagine that empires are
to an imperious law of decline and ruin’ (Guibert, xxiii—
. what Marx says about the army and forms of bourgeois
yin his letter to Engels, 25 September 1857). The Napoleonic
& was not far off and with it the form of state that was to
and, we must not forget, the foundations of which were
ot only by jurists, but also by soldiers, not only councillors of
but also junior officers, not only the men of the courts, but also
f the camps. The Roman reference that accompanied this
n certainly bears with it this double index: citizens and
law and manoeuvres. While jurists or philosophers
ing in the pact a primal model for the construction or
ction of the social body, the soldiers and with them the

ans of discipline were elaborating procedures for the indivi-
ind collective coercion of bodies,

i
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